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Services and Digggg;.?ion of lts Func= NSE concunrence

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Congti-
tution and Statutes, including Title I of the First War Powers
Act, 1941, end as President of the United States and Comman-
der in ehief‘ of the Army and the Navy, it is hereby ordered
as followss

l. There are transferrsd to and consolidated in an
Interim Research and mtelngmoe 8ervice, which 1s hereby
established in the Department of SBtate, (a) the functlona
of the Research and gis Brench and of the Presentation

_ Branch of the Office of Btrategic Services (provided for
by the Militery Order of June 13, 1942), excluding such
functions performed within the countries of Germany end
Austria, and (b) those othar functions of the Office of
Strategic Services (hereinafter referred to as the Office)
whioh relate to the functions of the saild Eranches trans-
ferrved by this paragraphs The functions of the Direstor
of Strategic SBervices and of the United States Joint
Chiefs of Staff, relating to the functlons transferred to the
Sews.cg > ghis magx:aph, are trmggrregngo the g:w;-
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Germany and Austrim, and so much of .the other personnel,
property, and records of the Offlice -and of the funds of the

office ag the Director of the Bureau of the Budget shall

determine to relate primarily to the functions transaferred

by this paragraph, sre transferred to the sald Service,

Military personnei now on duty in connection with ths activi=

tlies transferred by this paragraph may, subject to applicable

law and to the extent mutually ngreaabie to ths Seoretary

of State and to the Secretary of War or the Secretary of

the Navy, &8 the case may be, conbtinue on such duty the

Department of State, - :

8. The Interim Research and Intelligence Service shall be
ebolished as of the close of business December 31, 1945, and
the Becretary of State shall provide for winding up ita
affairs. Pending such sbolition, (&) the Secretary of 8tate
may transfer from the said 8ervice to such agencies of the
Department of State as he shall designate any funotion of
the Service, (b) the Secretary may curtail the activitles
carried on by the Service, (e¢) the head of the Service,
who shall be designated by the Secretary, shall be respon-
sible to the Secretary or to such other officer of the De-
partment of 8tate as the Secretary shall direct, and (a)
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the Sarvlce shell, except as otherwise provided in this
. order, be administered as an orgenlzational entity in the
i  Department of States

3s All functions of the 0ffice not transferred by para-
graph ) of this order, together with all personnel, records,
property, snd funds of the O0ffice not so transferred, &re
transferred to the Department of Warj and the Offlice, in=
cluding the office of the Director of Strateglc Services
48 terminated., The functions of the Director of Strateglc
Services and of the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff,
relating to the functions transferrel by this paragreph,
are transferred to the Secretary of War. Navsl personnel
on duty with the 0ffice in comnection with the activitles
trensfoerred by this paragzth may, subject to applicable
lew and to the extent mubtuelly egreeable to the Secretary
of War and the Secrotary of the Navy, continue on such duty
in the Department of War, The Secretary of VWar ghall, '
whenever he deems it compatible with the national interest,
discontinue any activity trsnsferred by this peragraph and
 wind up &1l affairs relating thereto,

4, Buch further messwres and dispositions as nmay be
determined by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget
to be necessary to effectuamte the tranafer or rediatribu=-
, tion of functions provided for in this order shall be
o darried out in such manner as the Director may direct end
by such agencies as he may deaignate. :

6. Al1l provisions of prior ordera of the President which

i i XS i B
6., This order shall, except as otherwise specifical
provided, be effective as of the opening of busineas 0o ober
1, 1945,
Harry 3. Truman

The White House
Septenber 20, 1945

(F, Re Doo. 45«176463 Filed, Sept. 21, 19453
103148 aum,)
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EXECUTIVE ORDER

TERMINATION OF THE OFFICE OF STRATHGIC S/RVICES
AND DISPOSITION OF ITS FUNCTITONS

Ry virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and Statutes, including Title I or the Fivst War
Powers Act, 1941, and as Prosident of the United States and
Commander in Caief of the Amy and tue Havy, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

1. There are transferred to and consclidated in
an Interim Ressarch and Intellipence Service, which is here-
by established in the Departnent of &tate, (a) tie Ifunctions
of the Research and Analysis Branch and of the Presentation
Branch of the Office of Strategic services (provided for by
the Military Order of June i3, 1942), excluding such functions
perfermed within the countries of Germany and Austria, and
(b) those otlier functions of the 0ffice of Strategic Services
(nereinafter referred to as the Office) which rszlate to the

" functions of the said Brancies transferred Ly this paragraph.
I3

The functions of the Director of Strategic Services und of

the United States Joint Chiefs of Staif, relating to the

functions transferved to the Service by this paragraph, are

transferred Lo the Secretary of State. The personncl, e
property, and records'of the said Franches, except such Rinfisgt
thereof as is located in Gemmany and Austrio, and so much

of the otiter persomncl, property, and records of the Office

ond of the funds of the Office as the Dircector of the Burcau

of tne Budgel shall determine to relate primarily to the

functions transferred by this paragraph, are tLransferred to

the coid Service., Military personnel now on duty in connection

with the activities transferred by this parigraph nay, subject

to applicable law and to the extent mutually agrecable to the

Secretry of State and to the Secrctary of dWar or tae Saecrztary

of ihe Navy, as the case may be, continue on such duty in the

Departrent of Staotoe.

2. The Interim Hesearch and Intellifense Scrvice
6011 he -bolished ws of the close of businuss Docuember 31,
D Lhe Secretary of State shall provide or winding
ap atn afinico,  Pending such abolition, (:) the Secrotary
ol State sy trarsier from bhe said Sorvice to such agencles
v Departrent of State as he shall designate any function

of the Service, (b) the Scerctary may curtadl the activilics

carried on by thc Survice, (¢) the head of Lhe Scuvice, who

shnll be desipnated by the Secrotary, ahall be rosponsible to :
the Saerstary or to such other officzr or the artnent of

N
o a8 th

o}
except as
. -

e Sceretrry shall divect, and (1) the Service shall,
otincrise provided in this ovder, be administered as
~tienn) antity in the Department of State.

U
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3. All functions of the Office not transferred by
paragraph 1 of this order, together with all personnel,
reemrds, proverty, and funds of the Offiee not so. trans-
ferred, are transferred to the Department of War; and the
0ffice, including the office of the Director of Strategie
Services, is terminated. The functions of the Director
of Strategic Services and of the United States Joint Chiefs
of Staff, relating to the functions transferred by this
paragraph, are transferred to the Secretary of War, Naval
personnel on duty with the Office in ¢onneetion with the
activities transferred by this paragraph may, subject to
applicable law and to the extent mutually agreeable to the
Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy, continue on
such duty in the Department of War. The Seerctary of War
shall, whencver he deems it ecompatible with the national
interest, discontinue any activity transferred by this
paragraph and wind up all affairs relating thercto.

L, Such further measures and dispositions as may be
determined by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget to be
necessary to effecctuate the transfer or rediciribution of
funetions proviled for in this order shall be carried out in
such mannor as e Director may direct and by such arencies
48 he m.y uamate.

%. A1) provistons of prior orders of the President
yhi;h ar: in conflict vith this ofder are amended aceard-
ngly.

‘ 6., This order shall, exeept as otherwise speeifieally
grz;1ded, be effective as of the opening of business October 1,
945,

HARRY S, TRUMAN

THE WHITE HOUSE

September 20, 1945
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In comnection with the executive order relating to termination

of the Office of Strategic Services, the President today sent the follow-
ing lettor to Major General William J. Donovan, Director of Strategic

Services:

My doar Goneral Donovan:

I appreciate very much the work which you and your staff
undertook, beginning prior to the Jap ese surrcnder, to liqui- .
dato thosc wartime activities of the Office of Strategic Serv-
ices which will not bc necded in tlégbof peaco.

Timoly stops should also be taken to consorve those resources
and skills dovcloped within your organization which are vital to
our peaceotime purposes.

Accordingly, I have today dirccted, by Exocutive order, that
tho activitics of tho Roscarch and Analysis Branch and tho Pro-
sentation Branch of tho 0ffico of Stratogic Serviecas be trans-
ferred to the Stato Dopartmont. This transfer, which is offoec-
tive as of Octonor 1, lY45, roprosonts tho boginning of the
devalormamy el o cncrdinasod system of forcign intclligonce
within b pzancnt framowork of the Government.

Conaigmont with th- foregoing, the Exccutive ordor provides
for the %was:fer of tho romaining activitics of the Offico of
Strategic Sorvicos to tho War Dopartmont; for tho abolition of
tho Offico of Stratoglc Sorviceos: and for tho continued orderly
liguidation of semc of tho activiti-s of the Officc without
interrupting other Sorvices of a military naturc the nced for
which will continue for somec time.

I want to tako this occasion to thank you for the capable
loadership you have brought to a vitel wartime activity in your
capacity as Director of Strategic Services. You may well find
satisfaction in the achiovemonts of the Office and take pride
in your own contribution to them. These are in thomsclves
large rowards., Great additional roward for your efforts should
lie in the kmowlodge that tho peacetimo intelligence services
of the Government are boing crectod on the foundation of the
facilitics and resources mobilized through tho Office of Strategic
Services during the war.

Sinceroly yours,

HARRY S. TRUMAN
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Tho Prosidont today addrossod the following lotter to tho
Secrotary of State: T . .

My déar Mr. Secretary:

I havo today signed an Exccutive order which provides for
the transfor to the State Dopartment of the functions, person-
nel, and other resources of the Research and Analysis Branch
and tho Prosontation Branch of the Office of Strategic Services.
The order also transfors the romaining activitics of the Office
of Stratoglc Sorvices to the War Dopartmont and abolishes that
~nea ol M.nnn ~hansas become cffective October 1, 1945.

Tho abova tranafor ¢t Lhe State Dopartmont will provido
you with resourcos which we have agreed you will nced to aid
in the devolopmont of our foreign policy, and wlll assure that
pertinont oxporioncp accumulated during the war will be pre-
served and used in ficoting the problems of the poace. Those
readjustnonts and reductions which are required in order to
gear the transforred activities and resources into Stato Depart-
ment operations sgfuld be made as soon as practicable.

&

I particularly desire that you take the lead in developing
a comprehonsive and*€oordinated foreign intelligence program
for all Foderal agencies concerned with that type of activity.
This should be done through tho crcation of an intordepartmental
group, heading up undor the State Department, which would
formulate plans for my epproval. This procedure will permit
the planning of complete coverage of the foreign intelligence
field and tho assigning and controlling of operations in such
manner that the needs of both the individual agenciles and the
Government as a whole will bo mot with maximun offcctivencss.

Sinceroly yours,

HARRY S. TRUMAN
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Item 20

In this order President Harry S. Truman transfers/the control and

operations of 0SS to the
functioning unit came to

State Department., The existence of 0SS
an end by this order. Functions of 0SS

as a
not trans-

ferred to the State Department were delegated to the Secretary of War.
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